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WELCOME TO OUR LATEST NEWSLETTER 
 
 
STAFF UPDATE  
 
CHARLOTTE’S BABY 
We are proud to announce that Charlotte and Peter are the parents of their baby Frank                
who was born on the 1st September.  
 
STEPHEN BROWN 
We are pleased to announce that Stephen will be joining us in November. Stephen is a                
Solicitor having qualified in 2009. He deals in all types of Residential Conveyancing,             
Commercial work, Development Work, Auction Purchases and Sales, enfranchisement         
and Statutory Lease Extension, Equity Release and complex land transactions. He also            
advises on residential and commercial Landlord and Tenant including lease extensions,           
enfranchisement and Right to Manage. Stephen has a Masters in Intellectual Property            
Law and accordingly can support clients with Trademark registration and enforcement           
matters. 

Stephen spends his spare time weekends refereeing youth football and is involved with             
Littlehampton District Lions club raising money for local community projects. 

ROWANS HOSPICE 
It is surprising that by placing a collection box in our waiting room, which is for small 
change, it has raised £21.89 for the Rowans Hospice. 
 
MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING – 19th September 2018 
Yet again this year we were delighted to have an office full to the brim with cakes on                  
Wednesday 19th September. Every year the array of cakes just seems to get bigger              
and bigger and quite honestly more impressive! With everything from coffee & walnut             
cakes, Victoria sponges and cup-cakes to the variety of a chocolate Guinness cake, a              
gin & tonic cake etc. 
 
More delighting than an office full of cakes was the amazing total of £612.56 that we                
were able to raise for what is undoubtedly an amazing cause, far exceeding our              
expectations.  
 



We will obviously aim to go bigger and better next year to fill the office with more cake,                  
to which all are welcome. 
 
SHOEBOX APPEAL 
We are once again a drop-off point for the Operation Christmas Child shoebox appeal.              
 The drop-off dates are 1st to 18th November.   Last year we received in 727 lovingly               
filled shoeboxes which made their way to children in countries around the world who find               
themselves in difficult situations – perhaps living in a country where there has been war               
or poverty. Some of the children may be physically or mentally disabled or perhaps              
living in orphanages. Some of the countries which receive the boxes are Belarus,             
Ukraine, Kosova, Swaziland, Zimbabwe and others.  We do have leaflets and           
ready-wrapped empty shoeboxes available if you would like to join us in supporting this              
charity. Boxes are made up for either boys or girls – the leaflet explains more. Some                
ideas for items for the boxes are school supplies (in some countries children are not               
allowed to go to school unless they provide their own school supplies), soft toy, ball,               
skipping rope, toy car, something warm and of course sweets (but unfortunately no             
chocolate).  Nothing warlike or religious is permitted go into the boxes.   One of our staff  
members has had the privilege of  handing out shoeboxes on two distribution trips and is  
hoping to do so again.  Further information is available at www.samaritans-purse.org.uk  
 
 

LEGAL UPDATE 
 
UNMARRIED MOTHER’S WIDOW’S ALLOWANCE 
Following a hearing earlier this year in Belfast where the court was informed that              
withholding Widow’s Allowance from a mother amounts to discrimination against all           
children born out of wedlock, the latest ruling of the Supreme Court has declared              
unlawful the denial of a mother of four children to receive Widowed Parents Allowance.              
This ruling will significantly extend the rights of unmarried couples and no doubt bring              
the question of rights of cohabiting partners back to the forefront in parliament. 
 
Although the ruling is in relation to a Northern Ireland case, the decision will affect the                
rest of the UK where the rights of unmarried couples is an issue rising on the political                 
agenda. Circa 1996 there were 1.5 million cohabiting couples but by 2007 the figure had               
risen to 3.3 million, a large proportion of which mistakenly believe they have the same               
legal and financial rights and protections as married couples. It is not uncommon for the               
phrase “common law spouse” to be utilised when referring to cohabiting couples on a              
mistaken belief that there is some parity between the potential rights and claims of              
cohabitees against each other in the same way that there is between married couples.  
 
No doubt the question of cohabitee rights both in terms of benefits and potential claims               
will be hot on the political agenda going forward. 
 
 
“DEATH BY DANGEROUS CYCLING” LAW 
There is currently a public consultation open in relation to Government proposals to             
create a new offence of causing death or serious injury when cycling. The document              
acknowledges that it will not be possible to have complete parity between motoring and              

http://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/


cycling offences, however it does intend to review the law following the imprisonment of              
London cyclist Charlie Alliston who was sentenced last year for 18 months for causing              
bodily harm by “wanton or furious driving”. This current offence carries a maximum             
penalty of 2 years imprisonment and can only be committed under Section 35 of the               
Offences Against the Person Act 1861 where the individual has “degree of subjective             
recklessness so far as the foreseeability of causing injury is concerned”. In contrast the              
maximum penalty under the 1988 Act for causing death by dangerous driving whilst in a               
mechanically propelled vehicle, is a significantly greater 14 years imprisonment. 
 
Whilst the cyclist may also be charged with dangerous or carless cycling under the Road               
Traffic Act 1988, the maximum penalty in relation to fines ranges from £1,000.00 to              
£2,500.00 and therefore the current offences if committed by a cyclist rather than a              
motorist is significantly less despite the fact there may be considerable recklessness in             
relation to both offences. 
 
The closing date for responses to anyone wishing to make comments on this is the 5th                
November and in the three months following the deadline the Government will announce             
how it intends to proceed going forward. 
 
LENDING MONEY TO FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
You should always give consideration to a variety of factors before agreeing to lend              
money to family and friends. 
 
The first and foremost question should be whether or not you can afford to lend the                
money and whether they can afford to repay the money within the timescales for which               
you may need to have access to it. 
 
You will need to consider the amount that you are in a position to lend, the terms of the                   
repayment schedule and whether or not the repayments are to attract interest, even             
simply taking into consideration the current Bank of England base rate which is 0.75%              
and the relatively nominal interest that you may otherwise lose from holding that lent              
sum of money in a bank account. 
 
It is always recommended that even between family and friends you have a written              
agreement and that funds are transferred via bank accounts (by way of either direct              
bank transfer or cheque) so that there is a paper trail evidencing what sum was loaned                
and what sums have been repaid to date. 
 
You should also consider that if you are charging interest on the loan there will be tax                 
implications and you may need to declare this to H M Revenue & Customs. 
 
You also need to consider the implication if the borrower is no longer in a position to                 
make payments. You then have to consider the ability to be able to recover that               
outstanding sum from the borrower. Please note that the Small Claims Court threshold             



has increased from £5,000 to £10,000 and therefore, any sum of money that you may               
be seeking to recover through the Court under £10,000 falls under the Small Claims              
Rules and as such any potential legal fees for recovering that outstanding debt, may not               
be recoverable, potentially leaving you further out of pocket. 
Therefore, it is always important to consider these factors before agreeing to lend             
money to family or friends, no matter how much you may like to assist them, it is always                  
important to protect your position. 
 
SRA PUBLISHES NEW TRANSPARENCY RULES  

New Solicitors Regulation Authority transparency rules, coming into force in December           
to meet the demands of the Competition and Markets Authority, mean law firms will              
have to publish details of their employees’ experience, prices and the time work is likely               
to take, to ensure that clients can make an informed choice of legal services provider.               
Costs for residential conveyancing, probate, motoring offences, employment tribunals         
and immigration must all be published on firms’ websites, and for small business clients,              
firms must also state their fees for debt recovery up to £100,000, employment tribunals              
and licensing applications for business premises - with disciplinary action possible           
against any firm which does not comply.  
 
COURT OF PROTECTION: ADVICE FOR NEW ATTORNEYS 
The Office of the Public Guardian for England and Wales has published advice for              
people starting their work as an attorney, both for property and financial affairs and for               
health and care decisions.  
 
Details can be found on the Governments website 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/getting-started-as-an-attorney-property-and-financ
ial-affairs 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer 
This newsletter has been prepared to highlight some key issues. It is intended to be for                
general guidance only and is not a substitute for specific advice. It is based upon our                
understanding of the legal position as at August 2018 and may be affected by              
subsequent changes in the law.  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
 
I would be interested in future newsletters  
 
Name     ………………………………………………….  
 
E-mail address or address  ……………………….………………………….  
 



Return to: 16 High Street, Petersfield, Hampshire GU32 3JJ Tel No: 01730 265111  
(SRA Number: 58323)  
 
If you do NOT wish to receive any further updates or communications from us, please               
notify Jane Perkins by e-mail perkinsj@macklunt.co.uk or phone on 01730 265111. 


